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&lt;p&gt; Team sports bring people together.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Special Olympics Unified Sports&#174; teams do that, too and much more.

About 1.&It;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;2 million people worldwide take &#128522; part in Unified Sports, brea

king down stereotypes about people with intellectual disabilities in a really fu

n way.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;ESPN has served as &#128522; the Global Presenting Sponsor of Special

Olympics Unified Sports since 2013, supporting the growth and expansion of this
program that &#128522; empowers individuals with and without intellectual disab

ilities to engage through the power of sports.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Promoting Social Inclusion Through Sport&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Special Olympics is &#128522; dedicated to promoting social inclusion

through shared sports training and competition experiences.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Unified Sports joins people with and without intellectual disabilities

&#128522; on the same team.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;It was inspired by a simple principle: training together and playing to

gether is a quick path to &#128522; friendship and understanding.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;In Unified Sports, teams are made up of people of similar age and abili

ty.&lt;/p&at;
&lt;p&gt; That makes practices more fun &#128522; and games more challenging and

exciting for all.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Having sport in common is just one more way that preconceptions and fal

se &#128522; ideas are swept away.U.S.&lt;/p&at;
&lt;p&gt;States Embracing Unified Sports&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Young people with disabilities do not often get a chance to play on the

ir &#128522; school sports teams.More and more U.S.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;states are adopting the Unified Sports approach that Special Olympics p

ioneered.&lt;/p&at;
&lt;p&gt;Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools&#174; &#128522; programming

Is in more than 8,300 schools across the United States, with a goal of being in

10,000 schools by &#128522; 2024.&lt;/p&at;
&lt;p&gt;In more than 8,300 Unified Champion Schools across the country, Special

Olympics has trained and mobilized youth leaders and educators &#128522; to cr
eate more inclusive schools by including students with ID in all aspects of scho

ol life.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Social inclusion is promoted by &#128522; bringing together young peop

le with and without ID on sports teams (Special Olympics Unified Sports&#174;),
through inclusive student clubs, and &#128522; by fostering youth leadership.As

many as 19.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;5 million young people are taking part in these experiences, which are

increasing acceptance &#128522; of people of all abilities while simultaneously

reducing stigma and bullying.&It;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Unified with Refugees&lt;/p&gt;



